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Parcel from America
Tuesday, 10 May 2022, 7.30pm

SMOCK ALLEY THEATRE, DUBLIN

Parcel From America
A musical adaptation of Toméseen Foley’s story
Smock Alley Theatre | 10-15 May 2022

“That parcel contained the gold, frankincense and myrrh from that fabled
land across the sea: America.” Tomaseen Foley

With Irish emigration at its core, Parcel From America is a big-hearted
musical that weaves together the story of loved ones who were forced to
leave and those who had to stay behind. Celebrating the enduring
strength of family and community in 1950s rural West Limerick, Parcel
from America tells the story of a spirited young boy, a lonely widow and a
singular, never-to-be-forgotten parcel.

Adapted by Jahnna Beecham and Michael J. Hume from a work by
acclaimed Irish storyteller Tomaseen Foley, whose storytelling show A
Celtic Christmas has toured America for over 25 years, Parcel From
America features original songs by award-winning Malcolm Hillgartner
and renowned Irish composer Kevin Corcoran in contemporary, evocative
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and renowned Irish composer Kevin Corcoran in contemporary, evocative
expressions of traditional Irish music that will stay with you long after the
curtain has fallen.

Parcel From America will premiere in Smock Alley Theatre on 7th May,
featuring a stellar cast including Pat Nolan (Fair City), Michael Grennell
(Game of Thrones), Rose Henderson (Fair City), Clare O'Malley (Creed),
Emer Casey (Bloodlands) and introducing Charlie Reid (Joyride) as Seanin.

Speaking about the traditions of receiving a ‘parcel from America’,
Toméaseen Foley said: “At Christmastime, more than the Christmas cards,
more than all the symbols of Christmas, for me, growing up as a small boy
in Teampall an Ghleanntain in West Limerick, the prime symbol of
Christmas was the parcel from America.

Almost every family had a relative in America at this time, and those
relatives would send home a parcel at Christmas - to the family they had
left so tearfully behind. And in that parcel would be clothing, often
clothing that they themselves had worn in America over the previous year
- and was of course all the more precious for that.

And very often in with the clothing there would be an envelope stuffed
with dollars. And I can tell you that for many families, more cash money
and more clothing would come into the house in that parcel at
Christmastime than in the course of the whole year that had preceded it.
So that parcel was looked forward to with the same glee and anticipation
by grown men and women as young children look forward to Santy
Claus.”

Smock Alley Theatre: May 10 to 15

May 10, 11,12,13, 14: 7.30 PM

May 14 matinee: 1.30 PM

May 15 3PM

Adults (matinee and evening): 20 Euros
Concessions: 18 Euros

Group rate (8 or more) 15 Euros
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Sat 14 May 2022 at 19:30

€18.00 - €20.00

With Irish emigration at its core, Parcel From America weaves a musical story of
loved ones who were forced to leave and those who had to stay behind, and the
great power and significance of one particular parcel sent home from America.



Discover

lIreland

Discoverlreland Search for destinations, things to do, what's on and more

COVID-19 advice: Please follow current government advice and check business opening times before travel. Learn more %

Home » Destinations > Dublin > Dublin City Parcel From America

Parcel From America

@ Dublin City, Co. Dublin B3 10 May - 15 May
2022

FAMILY FUN  ARTS AND CULTURE

A brand new musical of a story of loved ones in
1950's Ireland who were forced to leave and those
who had to stay behind. The beautiful original
score, written by Malcolm Hillgartner & Kevin
Corcoran (The Villagers) is guaranteed to lift your
spirits

Set in 1950s Ireland, Parcel from America weaves a musical tale of a
community and the great power and significance of parcels sent home by
loved ones from that fabled land across the sea - America. The original
songs, written by Malcolm Hillgartner and well-known Irish composer, Kevin
Corcoran(The Villagers), are contemporary, evocative expressions of
traditional Irish music that will stay with you long after the curtain has
fallen.

Adapted from a work by acclaimed Irish storyteller Tomédseen Foley- Parcel
From America will premiere in Smock Alley Theatre 10th-15th of May,
featuring a stellar cast including Pat Nolan (Fair City), Michael Grennell
(Game Of Thrones) upcoming talent Charlie Reid (Joyride) and many more.

Event details

ARCC] "7 NIMERIC

Family friendly

@

OB o
Ly
™ W

Nass Biay
o
Newbridge
Kildare ol

> Get directions on Google Maps

{ Visit Website }

Contact details

0 LzoTLTIAMIL



What's On See & Do Insider Tips My.Dublin'Map

Stage & Film What's On Family Friendly BOOKING OPTIONS »

Parcel From America

address

Smock Alley Theatre, 1662, 7 Exchange Street Lower, Temple Bar,
Dublin City

web
smockalley.com

phone
+35316770014

Dublin.ie
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Set in 1950s Ireland, Parcel from America weaves a musical tale of a community and the great power and significance of parcels sent home by loved ones
from that fabled land across the sea — America. The original songs, written by Malcolm Hillgartner and well-known Irish composer, Kevin Corcoran(The
Villagers), are contemporary, evocative expressions of traditional Irish music that will stay with you long after the curtain has fallen.

Adapted from a work by acclaimed Irish storyteller Toméaseen Foley- Parcel From America will premiere in Smock Alley Theatre 10th-15th of May, featuring
a stellar cast including Pat Nolan (Fair City), Michael Grennell (Game Of Thrones) upcoming talent Charlie Reid (Joyride) and many more.

event dates:

Tue, 10 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00
Wed, 11 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00
Thu, 12 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00
Fri, 13 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00
Sat, 14 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00

Sun, 15 May 2022 19:30 - 21:00
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was just great fun. Ardal
O'Hanlon was such a
natural in front of the

ose Henderson -
returns to the stage Weighing In returns

TV Now

27 April

in the warm, uplifting

musical Parcel From

America. It's a musical
adaptation of the story from Irish
storyteller Tomaseen Foley about
a quirky widow, a young boy and
a parcel sent across the ocean
from America to Limerick. Set in
in the 1950s, Rose explains how
it recalls a time when emigration
in Ireland was high, and when
moving to America meant never
returning to Irish shores again,

The production features in
Smock Alley Theatre and is
written by Jahnna Beecham,

Malcolm Hillgartner and Michael
J Hume with original music by
Hilgartner and composer Kevin

Corcoran. Rose stars in the
show alongside a stellar cast
including Pat Nolan, Michael

Grennell, Charlie Reid and Emer
Casey; with Rose playing Roisin,

the nosy neighbour.

“There is always a need in a
storyline for a nosy neighbour to
pass on information to people
who are not supposed to hear it]!
Rose says of her role. “And we
burst into song at inappropriate

moments, which is what a
musical does and I'm really

looking forward to that because

Next month Rose reprises
her role in another
theatrical production,

the hilarious two-hander
Weighing In, alongside
Isobel Mahon and written
by Ger Gallagher. “It's a
comedy about weight loss
and it's a total laugh" Rose
says. “It's hilarious. It's set
outside a weight loss clinic
and I'm not the thin one.
Isobel's character has lost
four stone”

Weighing In will be
performed at the Viking
Theatre in Clontarf on
30th May and for more
information on this,
and other upcoming
productions Rose will star
in, log onto her website
rosehenderson.com

With two theatre
projects back-to-back
Rose feels buoyed that
audiences are finally
returning to theatres.
During the pandemic she
says she felt lucky to be
working on a couple of
films and she also took to
performing outside in the
dark and funny short play
According To Sydney,

Rose is ready,
dramalto the yearning masses

camera. Dermot Morgan
was a bit uncomfortable
being the straight man.
He was very nervous
being the straight man
but he had this real sense
that this was going to be
a big hit and it was. | was
so glad for him”

Rose is also an
established playwright
and has written the
acclaimed Take Off
Your Cornflakes with
Pat Nolan, whom she
stars with in Parcel From
America. The story was
inspired by Rose's late
father Jack who had
Alzheimer's and couldn't
remember he had cancer.
“He has passed five
years ago now. | really
wanted to show what
it was like for the carer,
for my mum, it was so
traumatic for her just to

figure how to deal with
this new thing. My dad
normally did everything,
the shopping for her, he
was a real problem solver,
an engineer, very bright
but now not remembering
things Rose recalls. *|

written by Gerry Lynch.
“It was a one-woman

remember he got to a

I hayen'x done that before. | think
that'll be really interesting. It's a
really good production with really

place where he'd say I'm

show on a park bench that | was herself bracing the wind and rain who had been to an outdoor
sure there is something |

able to do outside and bring into outside the Lexicon theatre. “On show before and they were

Theatre good musicians. Pat Nofan has theatres as well; she recalls. that day there was a gale force prepared — they had brought should be worrying about
Parcel F a gorgeous voice and Michae: The audience were grateful wind coming from the sea she hot water bottles, blankets and but sure ' can't remember’.
rci rom Grefnall has & oo 5 that was “so when we tested | hot tea” He wasn't happy with not
America Hntieic, dgség'i"“s; oice, and we were grateful that the my voice you could hear the first remembering but he knew
B e o From Anbrcs oo ;}ezwi"&‘ audience were coming, it was half of a sentence and nothing Craggy Island antics we were looking after him
A o Duyﬁllanor oty e it oy this emerging of appreciation as | for the second half. So my voice | Fans of Father Ted will know and knew he was alright” M
e l‘uall 3 bletas A 4 e if the actors were applauding the was being taken away with the Rose from her role as Sister
mockalley.com N -+ She says. “It takes audience for being there. | was wind so we ended up doing it Assumpta in the wacky sitcom
Place in the 50s but it's a ver Just happy to be doing it. When in the carpark, undereath. You and she regards that role as one nnsE’s
P(’:or community of people Covid came and the rug was were only allowed to have 25 of her career highlights.
Th ; Who rally together to look afte pulled it was just such a shock people anyway so we brought “It was terrific. It was just HD ME BBEW
e much_]oved IrISh talent on her somebody who is in shock a for everybody, we're a very artistic | the seats down into the car park another job, a very enjoyable
her only son has gone off to nation. | think people have missed | and they whooshed the cars out job. We did the exteriors in FAcTs

being in an audience” of the way and put up a barrier. Clare, so you'd knock on the
We ended up being in a wind door in County Clare and walk
;al)demlc performance tunnel but it was better than in the door in London" she Th p i

);gg:a"x the Irish weather let the being rained on. It was a very rememebers about filming in e It y
production down and Rose found | cold experience. You saw people front of a live studio audience I’:llls:mm ':::m"(

in London. “The continuity SPOT
was extraordinary how they mlvag :{l“lﬂ' ""A‘Y
matched everybody up. It was HOT DROP? “A sofa in
an extraordinary, fun experience. the kitchen, I've four kids
Between Hat Trick, the o u:‘s the hub of where

production company, knowin ppens.
how to do a sitcom and all g Svery i -

these Irish people in London, it
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all starved of this kind of s+
that is uplifting, has musi

passion for writing and performing 7" And when they .
dance. | think people will rez
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PARCEL FROM AMERICA Opens In Dublin Next
Week

Performances run May 10 to 15.

Register for Ireland News

Get local news, offers & more...

by Stephi Wild  May. 3, 2022 , 0 g

With Irish emigration at its core, Parcel From
/ 7 . America is a big-hearted musical that weaves
/ *. together the story of loved ones who were forced to
leave and those who had to stay behind. Celebrating
the enduring strength of family and community in
- : 1950s rural West Limerick, Parcel from America tells
‘_ - the story of a spirited young boy, a lonely widow and

o | a singular, never-to-be-forgotten parcel.
-

”

Adapted by Jahnna Beecham and Michael J. Hume from a work by acclaimed Irish storyteller
Tomaseen Foley, whose storytelling show A Celtic Christmas has toured America for over 25
years, Parcel From America features original songs by award-winning Malcolm Hillgartner and
renowned Irish composer Kevin Corcoran in contemporary, evocative expressions of
traditional Irish music that will stay with you long after the curtain has fallen.

Parcel From America will premiere in Smock Alley Theatre on 7th May, featuring a stellar cast
including Pat Nolan (Fair City), Michael Grennell (Game of Thrones), Rose Henderson (Fair
City), Clare O'Malley (Creed), Emer Casey (Bloodlands) and introducing Charlie Reid (Joyride)
as Seanin.

Speaking about the traditions of receiving a 'parcel from America’, Tomaseen Foley said: "At
Christmastime, more than the Christmas cards, more than all the symbols of Christmas, for
me, growing up as a small boy in Teampall an Ghleanntain in West Limerick, the prime symbol
of Christmas was the parcel from America.

Almost every family had a relative in America at this time, and those relatives would send
home a parcel at Christmas - to the family they had left so tearfully behind. And in that parcel
would be clothing, often clothing that they themselves had worn in America over the previous
year - and was of course all the more precious for that.

And very often in with the clothing there would be an envelope stuffed with dollars. And | can
tell you that for many families, more cash money and more clothing would come into the
house in that parcel at Christmastime than in the course of the whole year that had preceded

it. So that parcel was looked forward to with the same glee and anticipation by grown men and
women as young children look forward to Santy Claus."

B TR CAST:
Chloe Cody - Nell
Emer Casey - Nora

Gerry Herbert - Father Tom

Clare O'Malley - Bridie

Studio 6 School of Music

Michael Grennell - Narrator
Studio 6 School of Music  Open > .
Ger Kelly - Michael
Rose Henderson - Roisin
Pat Nolan - Davey the Post
Charlie Reid - Seanin
Aidan Jordan - Fergus
Alex Sharpe - Bridge
TOMASEEN FOLEY (story) is a master storyteller and producer from the west of Ireland. For
the past 25 years, Tom has brought Irish musicians, singers, and dancers across the Atlantic
to star in his show, Tomaseen Foley's A Celtic Christmas, which has played to critical acclaim
and packed concert halls all over the USA. "He is a master of the Irish narrative and a keeper
of the flame for a priceless piece of Irish culture." - Rego Irish Records
Smock Alley Theatre: May 10 to 15
May 10, 11, 12, 13, 14: 7.30 PM
May 14 matinee: 2.30 PM
May 15 3PM
Adults (matinee and evening): 20 Euros

Concessions: 18 Euros

Group rate (8 or more) 15 Euros
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Astylish
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4§ Stylists, designers and models

) areto donate pre-loved
garments from their closets to

of the cognascenti of Irish
fashion at Greystones tennis
club, May 14, where you can
B pick up hardly worn clothes
for bargain prices. The raffle
includes prizes from spa days
to designer swimwear and
Irish-made jewellery. Enter
the draw in advance of the
event at idonate.ie/raffle/
LuxuryirishRaffieForUkraine.
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Messages
from America

Parcel From America, a musical
adaptation of Tomaseen Foley's
story, runs at the Main Space,
Smock Alley from Tuesday until May
15. It's December 1950, rural west
Ireland. The townsfolk await annual
packages from family in the US but,
for one lonely widow, the hoped-for
parcel is about much more than gifts
and money. See smockalley.com
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Gig of the Week: Hey Mr Postman, where’s my Parcel frc
America?
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X Expand

THE IRISH TIM

BOOK C

Book Club

Sign up to the Irish Times bool
podcasts and more

By signing up you agree to our T

Polic:

ISEMENT

By Kevin Courtney
Mon May 9 2022 - 06:00
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Gig of the week: Parcel from America

May 10th-15th, Smock Alley Theatre, Dublin, 7.30pm, Tuesday-Saturday (Saturday
matinee, 2.30pm; Sunday matinee 3pm), €20/€18/€15, smockalley.com

Fadé fad6, around the 1950s, Irish families waited in anticipation every Christmas for
the postman to arrive with that most coveted item - a parcel from the United States,
which was sure to contain treasures from the land of the free and the home of the
brave. The parcel would be sent by one of the family members who had emigrated,

and would contain all sorts of exotic items you couldn’t get here, such as trendy jeans,

comic books, and of course an envelope stuffed with dollar bills. This new musical,
based on the story by Tomdseen Foley, celebrates those bygone days before Amazon,
when emigration touched every Irish family, and that annual delivery was a lifeline to
a better world. The cast includes Fair City's Pat Nolan as the postman, Rose
Henderson (from the Bord Gais Daniel O'Donnell ad) and Game of Thrones actor

Michael Grennell and the music is composed by Kevin Corcoran.
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HOTW LIST

Your guide to cool stuff this week

Eurovision 2022

It's party time again. All eyes are on Turin,
and all ears will be on the various Boom-
bang-a-bangs and Ding-a-dongs as the 66
Eurovision Song Contest final gets underway.
Among the hosts this year will be Mika, who
had a monster hit in 2007 with ‘Grace Kelly’

Peaky Blinders

If you're still bemoaning the
end of Steven Knight's award-
winning drama, now is your
opportunity to reconnect

with Cillian Murphy and his
dangerously titfered chums. All
six seasons of the hit series are now available in one complete blu-ray collection.
And if you opt for the deluxe edition, you'll also find a collection of double-sided
Art Cards depicting Tommy, Polly, Ada and all the Brummie based crew.

The FA Cup final

It began as a dream for 729 clubs; now two
sides, Chelsea and Liverpool, will compete this
weekend for the most famous club trophy in
the world. The Reds start as favourites, but the
Blues are contesting their fifth FA Cup final in
six years. It promises to be a belter.

)\, Of the 37 new emojis approved this year, one has stood
. out. Sometimes, words just can't sum up how you're

e The melting face
«/ @ -
[

feeling and that's when the melting face emoji comes
V in; instantly describing dread, shame, exhaustion or

v discomfort. Other emojis that made the cut include
) JJ saluting face, dotted line face and a disco ball. Don't we
all love a good emoji!

The states of things to come
Parcel From America is a musical adaptation
of Tomaseen Foley’s evergreen story about
those magical packages that winged their
way from Stateside to relatives back home
atC “That parcel d

the gold, frankincense and myrrh from that
fabled land across the sea” says Tomaseen
of a long-gone ritual Rose Henderson, Pat
Nolan and Michael Grennell star. Smock
Alley Theatre, Dublin from May 10 to May
15. Smockalley.com

They shoot, they score

Ever feel like you've been swindled?
Well here they come again, the
swaggering sultans of Punk, the Sex
Pistols, are back in the frame with the
re-release of ‘God Save the Queen’
{back in ‘77 the single made no 2 in
the charts although some suspect
dark forces deprived them of the top
spot) and on May 31, Danny Boyle's
series, Pistol, based on the Steve Jones ' memoir, Lonely Boy: Tales from a Sex Pistol,
arrives on Disney+: Sid Vicious and Mickey Mouse? Not even Malcolm McLaren
could have seen that one coming.

78 RTE GQUIDE
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CELEBRITY

B £ it's A Wonderful Life. It's such &
beautiful story and | fove Jimmy Stewart as weil.
The movie is just 5o gorgeous and timeless.

£S Her name's Olivia. 've:
was a teenager and she emigrated ye:
came back about four ye,
have her back.

£ don’t have one off the top of my head.

3 T I don't eat out enough for that -
it 've a tavourite food, | lovs

-&

JEST MEMORY This s probably going to sound so cliché, but it was
seeing my son for the flrst time when he was born.

e Water of the Hills
| Pagnal - It's actually

The Water o
the Hills

was originaily written in French
and it's just a beautiful story.

BE ACTRESS Gillian
Anderson. | think she’s incredibly
courageous. I've been watching her
work over the years and | think she's
abulous - she's just brifliant.

NOI

¥d have to go back to my youth
my first live gig would have been seeing
Acha. But I've got quite a few favourites, it's
hard to pick just one. | saw Michael Jackson live and he was incredible
and Tina Turner was phenomenal as well

ESTHOLIDAY It was when | was about really cheap but amazing. |
18. 1'd already been to Maita and I'd ahout it from an
gotten a Maltese boyfriend, so | went nna Lumiey d
back a year after that and travelied Id
around the isfand on the back of
his matorbike. | spent the summer

cruising around Malta on the back of
3 his bike and it was a fabulous,
fabulous holiday. And he was
pretty gorgeous toa.

\UTY PR BE Id probably say
nd it's not an the best one would be with
ensive one. It that Maltese boyfriend.

al face cream - it's

BEST ADVICE: ‘Always be grateful with a little
less than you have, and then you'll always be
happy'. | have that in my kitchen at my home.



BROADCAST

* 13 April, Near FM, Dramatic Dublin — Interview Rose
Henderson

e 27 April, RTE One TV, Today — Interview with Pat Nolan

e 25 April, RTE Radio 1, Ray D’Arcy Show — Interview with Pat
Nolan

e 3 May, Spirit FM, Mornings With Donal — Interview with
Kevin Corcoran

e 7 May, Near FM, The Week in Review — Interview with
Kevin Corcoran

* 10 May, Virgin Media TV, Ireland AM — Interview with
Charlie Reid




